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Governed by
10 principles of advice

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7648

No other fisheries body has 
these specifically stated

Advice Process

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7648


Basis of advice

• Advice is based on 
clients requests and is 
consistent with their 
policy objectives
and frameworks.
e.g. EU MAP

• Must be evaluated to be
precautionary

• Type of assessment 
based on data available



ICES MSY approach for category 1 & 2 stocks

For more details, see ‘ Advice on fishing opportunities 2023‘



Non-fisheries conservation considerations

• Based on feedback from stakeholders ‘conservation status advice’ 
changed to ‘non-fisheries conservation considerations’
• “ICES has not identified any conservation aspects

other than those related to the commercial fisheries”



Mixed catch of stocks of the same species

• New Guidelines

• In some cases, ICES advice is for reproductively isolated populations 
that mix spatially for part of the year and are caught in the same 
fisheries during that time. Hence, these fisheries impact multiple 
stocks of the same species at the same time.  



Mixed catch of stocks of the same species
• Advice should be consistent with ICES advisory framework
• Advice should be precautionary for all stocks in the fishery; that is, 

advice for a stock below Blim should be for zero catch where there is 
no F that will recover the stock to above Blim with > 50% probability 
in the year after the year for which the advice applies

• Information on the existence of a concurrent fishery on stocks 
should be included in the headline advice

• Information on concurrent fisheries should be included in the 
advised catch levels in the headline advice to the extent possible.



Where to find the advice

• https://ices-library.figshare.com/

• AdviceXplorer

• https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/online-single-stock-advice/

https://ices-library.figshare.com/
https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/online-single-stock-advice/
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Stocks covered

Golfe de Gascogne et Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
Plie - plaice
Lieu jaune - pollack
Merlan -whiting

Golfe de Gascogne
Baudroies – white anglerfish
Cardines - megrims
Langoustines -nephrops
Merlu -hake
Sole -sole
Bar  - sea bass

Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
Baudroies – black bellied and white anglerfish
Cardines - megrims
Langoustines -neprhops
Merlu - hake
Sole - sole
Anchois - anchovy
Bar –sea bass
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Golfe de Gascogne et Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique

No new advice this year
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Plaice in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 
Advice for 2024 and 2025, PA: Landings < 124 t -20%
Can not quantify corresponding catches

• Category 6
• Discards likely >5% but 

uncertain – landings advice
• PA buffer applied (last

applied 2019)
• Stock definition uncertain
• Landings 2022 62 t
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Pollack in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 
Advice for 2024 and 2025, MSY: commercial catch < 872 t -4%
Can not quantify total catches – lack recreational catch

• Benchmark 2023
• DLS – rfb
• Index – LPUE French gillnet
• Recreational catches not 

quantified
• Stock size indicator lower in 

last 2 years, below Itrigger
• Advice released 2023
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Pollack in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters)
Catch (2022) : 1199 t (does not include recreational catch)

rfb applied to 
average catch 
(2020-2022):
Difference in 
recent catch vs 
advice and first 
application of 
rule.  Advice 36% 
less than recent 
catch

C𝑦+1 = C𝑦 × 𝑟 × 𝑓 × 𝑏 × 𝑚
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Whiting in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 
Advice for 2024 and 2025, MSY: Catch < 1347 t -41%

• Benchmark 2023
• DLS – rfb
• Index – LPUE French bottom 

trawl
• Fishing pressure below 

FMSY proxy
• Stock size indicator slightly 

higher last 2 years but 
below trigger

• So stability clause not 
applied
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Whiting in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters)
Catch (2022) : 1567 t (24% discards)

rfb applied to 
average catch 
(2020-2022):
Difference in 
recent catch vs 
advice and first 
application of 
rule.  Advice 17% 
less than recent 
catch

C𝑦+1 = C𝑦 × 𝑟 × 𝑓 × 𝑏 × 𝑚
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Golfe de Gascogne
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Black-bellied anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8a-b and 8d
Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch < 25 317 t advice -1%

• F below FMSY
• SSB above MSY Btrigger
• Two species not 

separated in landing 
statistics

• TAC combined with 
white anglerfish

• Exploitable biomass 
leveling off because of 
lower recruitment 
compared to 2020
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Black-bellied anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8a-b and 8d
Catch (2023) : 11 790t (8 % discards)
F(2024) = 0.0902 (average F 2021-2023) 
SSB(2025) = 65 236t > MSYBtrigger (16 776t)     FMSY= 0.163

Length 
based age 
structured 
stock 
synthesis
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White anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8a-b and 8d
Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch < 34 983 t advice -1.46%

• F below FMSY
• SSB above 

MSY Btrigger
• TAC combined 

with white 
anglerfish

• Small 
downward 
revision in SSB 
compared to 
last year 
(retrospective)
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White anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8a-b and 8
Catch (2023) : 22 322t (6 % discards)
F(2024) = 0.133 (average F 2021-2023) 
SSB(2025) = 62 907 t > MSYBtrigger (28 275 t)     FMSY= 0.192

Length 
based age 
structured 
stock 
synthesis
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Megrim in divisions 7b-k, 8a-b and 8d
Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch < 21 114t advice -9.3%

• F below FMSY
• SSB above MSY 

Btrigger
• TAC combined with 

four spot megrim
• Two species not 

separated in landing 
statistics

• Some downward 
revision of SSB and 
recruitment 
(retrospective)
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Megrim in divisions 7b-k, 8a-b and 8d
Catch (2023) : 11 541t (16 % discards)
F(2024) = 0.21 (average F 2021-2023) 
SSB(2025) = 83 883t > MSYBtrigger (40 444t)     FMSY= 0.233

A4A 
Statistical 
catch at 
age
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Four-spot megrim in divisions 7b-k, 8a-b and 8d
Advice for 2023, 2024 and 2025 : PA: catch ≤ 867t

• Can not assess status
• Sampling impacted by covid: could 

not estimate complete catch 2020 and 
2021

• Partial catch estimate for 2021 is 866 t 
-32% discards

• Two species not separated in landing 
statistics

• TAC combined with megrim

Advice released 2022 not updated
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• F below FMSY

• SSB (female only) 
above MSY Btrigger

• Stock size declining, 
some revision of 
stock size, 
recruitment lower 
than assumed

• TAC area does not 
match stock area

Advice for 2025: MSY: Catch < 52 466t  advice -28%
Hake – Northern stock (3.a, 4, 6, 7, 8.abd)
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Hake – Northern stock (3.a, 4, 6, 7, 8.abd)
Catch (2023) : 61 391 t (5 % discards)
F(2024) = 0.22  Average F 2021-2023
SSB (2025)=  103 963t > MSYBtrigger (78 405t) FMSY= 0.24

Length based 
and sex 
disaggregated 
stock synthesis
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• Advice for 2025 will be 
released October

• F below FMSY proxy
• No biomass reference point
• Decrease in stock size
• UWTV survey

Advice 2024: MAP < 5786 -14.1%
Nephrops FU 23-24 (divisions 8a and 8b)
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• F below FMSY

• SSB below MSY 
Btrigger

• Benchmarked 2024
• New method SAM
• SSB closer to 

MSYbtrigger

Advice for 2025: EU MAP: Catch 1716-2510 t     0 to +18% upper
Sole in divisions 8a-b



28

Sole in divisions 8a-b
Catch (2023) : 2 646 (<1 % discards)
F(2024) = 0.29  Selection pattern 2021 to 2023, scaled to the F of 2023
SSB (2025)=  9 688 t < MSYBtrigger (10 460) FMSY= 0.31

SAM
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• F below FMSY

• SSB below MSY 
Btrigger

• Stock identity 
uncertain

• Limited data on 
recreational removals

• Advice for commercial 
+ recreational

• Forecast assumes one 
fish bag limit (2 
previously)

• Benchmark ongoing

Advice for 2025: EU MAP: total removals 2241-2631 t ~ -0.4%
Sea bass in divisions 8a-b
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Sea bass in divisions 8a-b
Catch (2023) : 2 773 (5 % discards commercial)
F(2024) = 0.117  Average F 2021-2023 plus Frec (0.023)
SSB (2025)=  15 426t < MSYBtrigger (16 688 t) FMSY= 0.138

No TAC in this area –technical measures
Age and length based stock synthesis including recreational catches
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Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
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• F below FMSY

• Biomass above MSY 
Btrigger

• Only fishery 
dependent data in 
assessment

• Increased biomass
• Two species not 

separated in landing 
statistics

• TAC combined with
white anglerfish

Advice for 2025: MSY: Catch < 2486 t  advice +17.8%
Black-bellied anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
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Black-bellied anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2023) : 997t (negligible discards)
F(2024)/FMSY = 0.39  Fsq
Biomass (2025)/BMSY=  1.60 >MSYBtrigger 0.5 

SPiCT
Benchmark planned 2024/2025
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• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger

• Advice higher –
upward revision of 
recruitment 
(retrospective)

• SSB overestimated 
(retrospective) – no 
index for older fish

Advice for 2025: EU MAP: Catch 2098 – 3863 t advice ~+16%
White anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
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White anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2023) : 867 t (negligible discards)
F(2024)=0.094  (Average 2021-2023)
SSB(2025)=  11 685 t >MSYBtrigger (6283 t)  FMSY =0.24

Length based stock synthesis
Benchmark planned 2024/2025

• Two species not separated in landing statistics
• TAC combined with black-bellied anglerfish
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• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger

• Two species not 
separated in landing 
statistics

• TAC combined with 
four spot megrim

• Increase advice: 
upward revision ages 
1-4 (retrospective)

Advice for 2025: EU MAP: Catch 1161 – 2595 t advice ~+35%
Megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
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Megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2023) : 338 t (10% discards)
F(2024)=0.09  (Average 2021-2023)
SSB(2025)=  8 625t >MSYBtrigger (725 t)  FMSY =0.173

A4A age based assessment
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• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger

• Increase ages 0-3
• Two species not 

separated in landing 
statistics

• TAC combined with
megrim

Advice for 2025: EU MAP: Catch 1903– 4098 t advice ~+16%
Four-spot megrim in divisions 8c and 9cFour-spot megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
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Four-spot megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2023) : 786 t (10% discards)
F(2024)=0.077  (Average 2021-2023)
SSB(2025)=  14 707 t >MSYBtrigger (2932 t)  FMSY =0.176

A4A age based assessment
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• Advice released 2022 no 
update

• Fishing pressure below FMSY
• Spawning stock below Blim

• No catch scenario that will 
rebuild the stock above Blim
by 2025

Advice for 2023, 2024, 2025: MSY: Catch= 0 t  No change
Nephrops in division 8c FU 25 
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• Fishing pressure 
below FMSY

• Biomass above MSY 
Btrigger

• Index of stock size 
used in model 
updated – now covers 
whole stock area

Advice for 2025: MSY: Catch < 29 t  advice +134%

Nephrops in division 8c FU 31 
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Nephrops in division 8c FU 31
Catch (2023) : 12.1 t (10% discards 1.3 t)
F(2024)/FMSY = 0.38  Fsq
Biomass (2025)/BMSY=  0.75 < MSYBtrigger 0.5 

SPiCT
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• Fishing pressure below FMSY

• Spawning stock below Blim
• No catch scenario that will 

rebuild the stock above Blim
by 2025

Advice for 2023, 2024 and 2025: MSY: Catch= 0 t no change

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 26-27 

Advice released 2022 no update
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• Fishing pressure 
below FMSY

• No biomass ref pt
• Advice lower: 

decline in biomass 
trend – uncertainty 
cap applied

• Advice released 
2023

Advice for 2024 and 2025: PA: Catch< 213 t -20%

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 28-29 
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Nephrops in division 9a  FU 28-29
Catch (2022) : 148 t (negligible discards)

Category 3: 2 over 3
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• No reference points
• Fishing pressure variable
• Stock size declining
• PA buffer and uncertainty cap 

applied
• Catch 2022 44 t
• Advice release for 2025 -

October

Advice for 2024: PA: Catch< 26 t  -20%

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 30 
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• SSB females only
• F below FMSY
• SSB above MSY 

Btrigger
• Increase in stock 

size and 
recruitment

Advice for 2025: EU MAP: Catch 10 659 – 20 404 t advice ~ +17%
Hake in division 8c and 9a: southern stock
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Hake in division 8c and 9a: southern stock
Catch (2023) : 10 725 t (14% discards)
F(2024)=0.20  (Average 2021-2023)
SSB(2024)=  26 940 t >MSYBtrigger (7556 t)  FMSY =0.221

Length based 
and sex 
disaggregated 
stock synthesis



49

• F just below FMSY

• Stock size decreased and 
below Itrigger

• Decrease in advice: lower 
stock size and below 
trigger so further 
reduction

• All sole species under 
single TAC

• Advice released 2023

Advice for 2024 and 2025: MSY: Catch < 209 t -35%
Sole in division 8c and 9a
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Sole in division 8c and 9a
Catch (2022) : 301 t (negligible discards)

rfb
rule

Ay+1 = Ay × r × f × b × m 
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• Category 5
• Recreational catch 

substantial but 
unquantified

• PA buffer not applied
• Advice released 2023

Advice for 2024 and 2025: PA: Catch < 382 t no change
Sea bass in division 8c and 9a
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• Western: F below proxy, no stock 
size ref pts

• Southern: F above proxy, stock 
size above Blim and Bpa

• Stock status index has declined in 
both areas

• Management should be at 
component level

Advice for 1 July 2024 – 30 June 2025: MSY: 
Western  component < 8 480  -54% Southern < 969 -56%

Anchovy in division 9a
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Anchovy in division 9a
Catch (2023) :  Western 4 631 t (negligible discards)

:  Southern 7 470t (3% discards)

Western component chr rule

Southern component chr rule

Ay+1 = I2023 × HRMSY proxy



www.ices.dk

Thank you 
for your 

attention!

Joanne.morgan@ices.dk



Workshops

• WKREBUILD2 – develop framework and evaluation 
guidelines for rebuilding plans
• WKNEWREF – hands on – estimate reference points 

suggested by WKREF2 and identify strengths and 
weaknesses
• WKSTIMP – implementation of stakeholder engagement 

strategy (Met in May)
• WKAFPA -workshop on accounting for fishers and other 

stakeholders’ perceptions of the dynamics of fish stocks 
in ICES advice (WKAFPA).


