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Basis of advice

• Advice is based on 
clients requests and is 
consistent with their 
policy objectives
and frameworks.
e.g. EU MAP

• Must be evaluated to be
precautionary

• Type of assessment 
based on data available



ICES MSY approach for category 1 & 2 stocks

For more details, see ‘Advice on fishing opportunities 2026‘



Where to find the advice

• https://ices-library.figshare.com/

2026 collection
• https://ices-library.figshare.com/collections/_/8317945

• AdviceXplorer

• https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/advicexplorer/
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Stocks covered

Golfe de Gascogne et Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
Plie - plaice
Lieu jaune - pollack
Merlan -whiting

Golfe de Gascogne
Baudroies – white anglerfish
Cardines - megrims
Langoustines -nephrops
Merlu -hake
Sole -sole
Bar  - sea bass

Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
Baudroies – black bellied and white anglerfish
Cardines - megrims
Langoustines -neprhops
Merlu - hake
Sole - sole
Anchois - anchovy
Bar –sea bass
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Golfe de Gascogne et Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
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Plaice in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 

Advice for 2026, 2027, 2028 PA: Landings < 99 t -20%
Can not quantify corresponding catches

• Category 6
• Can not assess status
• Discards likely >5% but uncertain 

– landings advice
• PA buffer applied – last applied 

2023
• Stock definition uncertain
• Landings 2024 49 t
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Pollack in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 

Advice for 2026 and 2027, MSY: commercial catch < 703 t -21%
Can not quantify total catches – lack recreational catch

• F below proxy
• Biomass below 

trigger
• Decline in advice –

decline in biomass –
below trigger

• Discards included in 
advice for first time

• Recreational catches 
not quantified
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Pollack in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters)
Not updated--Catch (2024) : 945 t (does not include recreational catch)

rfb

A𝑦+1 = A𝑦 × 𝑟 × 𝑓 × 𝑏 × 𝑚
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Whiting in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 

Advice for 2027 and 2028, MSY: Catch < 664 t -45% from 1 215 t 

• Error discovered in the LPUE index used for the 
advice issued in 2025 (2026-2027 advice:  990 t)

• Included 2025 index, new 2026 advice: 1 215 t 
basis for 2027-2028 advice

• Fishing pressure below FMSY proxy
• Stock size indicator below trigger
• Stock size declined further below the trigger
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Whiting in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters)
Catch (2025) : 513 t (27% discards)

rfb
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Golfe de Gascogne



Black-bellied anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8.a–b, and 8.d

Advice for 2027 MSY: Catch ≤ 19 130 t advice -14.6%

• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY Btrigger

• Decrease advice –
downward revision of 
stock size



Black-bellied anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8.a–b, and 8.d

Catch (2025) = 12 406 t (5% discards)
F(2026) = 0.118 (average 2023-2025)
SSB (2027)= 56 386 > MSYBtrigger (16 776)     FMSY= 0.163

Note:  Under 
combined TAC 
with white 
anglerfish – could 
lead to 
overexploitation 
of either species 

Length based 
stock 
synthesis



White anglerfish in Subarea 7 and div. 8.a-b,d (Celtic Sea, Bay of Biscay)

Advice for 2027 MSY: Catch ≤ 36 980 t  advice +2.5%

• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger

• Small increase 
in biomass



White anglerfish in Subarea 7 and div. 8.a-b,d (Celtic Sea, Bay of Biscay)

Catch (2025) : 17 228 t (4.7 % discards)
F(2026) = 0.087 (Average 2023-2025, scaled to 2025);
SSB (2027)=  65 874 > MSYBtrigger (28 275 t)     FMSY= 0.192

Note:  Under 
combined TAC with 
black bellied 
anglerfish – could 
lead to 
overexploitation of 
either species 

Length based 
age 
structured 
stock 
synthesis



Megrim in the west and southwest of Ireland, Bay of Biscay (7.b–k, 8.a–b, and 8.d )

Advice for 2027

• Advice Delayed
• Continuing to implement recommendations from 

review level benchmark: needed more time
• Hope to release in autumn 
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Four-spot megrim in divisions 7b-k, 8a-b and 8d

Advice for 2026, 2027 and 2028 : PA: catch ≤ 694t -20%

• Can not assess status
• PA buffer applied
• Two species not separated 

in landing statistics
• TAC combined with megrim



• F at FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger but 
decreasing

• Decreasing trend 
and downward
revision of stock 
size, recent 
recruitment used in 
forecast

• Stock area does not 
correspond to the 
TAC areas

Advice for 2027 MSY: Catch < 46 824 t  advice -14.7%

Hake – Northern stock (3.a, 4, 6, 7, 8.abd)



Hake – Northern stock (3.a, 4, 6, 7, 8.abd)

Catch (2025) : 51 834 t (7.3 % discards)
F (2026) = 0.22  (Average F 2023-2025 )
SSB (2027)= 95 857 > MSYBtrigger (78 405t) FMSY= 0.24

Length based 
and sex 
disaggregated 
stock synthesis
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• Advice for 2027 will be released October
• F above FMSY proxy
• No biomass reference point
• Increase in stock size
• Reviewed and confirmed observed UWTV 

survey increase

Advice 2026: MAP Catch < 4 014 t +54%

Nephrops FU 23-24 (divisions 8a and 8b)
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• F at FMSY

• SSB below 
MSY Btrigger but 
above BPA

and Blim

• Decreasing 
stock trend 
and reduced 
F below MSY 
Btrigger

Advice for 2027: EU MAP: Catch 1 498 - 2 271 t  advice -10 to -8.5%

Sole in divisions 8a-b
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Sole in divisions 8a-b

Catch (2025) : 2 737 (2.2% discards)
F(2026) = 0.30  (average F 2023-2025)
SSB (2027)=  9 052 t < MSYBtrigger (10 460 t) FMSY= 0.31

SAM
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• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger

• Downward revision 
in stock size

• Recreational data 
still uncertain –
limited data

Advice for 2027 EU MAP: total removals 5 975 -7 088 t -7%

Sea bass in divisions 8a-b
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Sea bass in divisions 8a-b

Catch (2025) : 3 425 t (1 936 t com, 222 t comm. disc, 1 140 rec kept, 127 t rec 
dead released) F(2026) = 0.111 Average F 2023-2025 
SSB (2027)=  28 268 t > MSYBtrigger (21 782 t) FMSY= 0.205

No TAC in this area –technical measures; Age and length based SS3 including rec.  catches
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Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
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• F below FMSY

• SSB (female only) 
above MSY Btrigger

• Updated settings: 
upward revision + 
increasing trend 
in stock size

• Two species not 
separated in 
landing statistics

• TAC combined
with white
anglerfish

Advice for 2027 MAP: Catch 1 905 to 3 377 t  advice +58%

Black-bellied anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a



29

Black-bellied anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a

Catch (2025) : 1 388t (negligible discards)
F(2026) = 0.38  (average F 2023-2025)
SSB female only (2027)=  2 556 t > MSYBtrigger  (994 t) FMSY=0.504 

SS3 benchmarked 2025, 2026 model reweighting update and recalculated reference points
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• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger

• Increasing stock 
trend

• No index for 
older fish

• Two species not 
separated in 
landing statistics

• TAC combined 
with black-
bellied 
anglerfish

Advice for 2027 EU MAP: Catch 2 841 – 4 619 t advice + 4.4%

White anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
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White anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a

Catch (2025) : 1079 t (negligible discards)
F (2026)=0.080  (Average 2023-2025)
SSB female only (2027) =  8 616 t > MSYBtrigger (4 373 t)  FMSY =0.198
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• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger

• Two species not 
separated in 
landing 
statistics

• TAC combined 
with four spot 
megrim

• Downward 
revision and 
decreasing 
recruitment

Advice for 2027 EU MAP: Catch 1 342 – 2 987 t advice -8%

Megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
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Megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2025): 356 t (12.6% discards)
F (2026) = 0.067  (Average 2023-2025)
SSB (2027) =  9 549 t > MSYBtrigger (725 t)  FMSY =0.173

A4A



34Advice for 2027

Four-spot megrim in divisions 8c and 9cFour-spot megrim in divisions 8c and 9a

• Advice Delayed
• Continuing to implement recommendations from 

review level benchmark: needed more time
• Hope to release in autumn 
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• Advice released 2025
• Fishing pressure 

below FMSY

• Since 1995, 
spawning stock 
below Blim

• High uncertainty in 
recent stock increase

• SPiCT model

Advice for 2026, 2027, 2028 MSY: Catch= 0 t  No change

Nephrops in division 8c FU 25 
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• Advice released 
2025

• Fishing pressure 
above FMSY proxy

• Biomass above Itrigger

• Stability clause limits 
increase to 20%

• rfb rule

Advice for 2026 and 2027 MSY: Catch < 35 t  advice +20%

Nephrops in division 8c FU 31 
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• Advice released 
2025

• Fishing pressure 
below FMSY

• Since 1994, 
spawning stock 
below Blim

Advice for 2026, 2027 and 2028 MSY: Catch= 0 t no change

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 26-27 
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• Advice released 2025
• Fishing pressure 

above FMSY proxy

• Stock above Itrigger

• Advice lower: decline 
in biomass index

• rfb rule

Advice for 2026 and 2027 MSY: Catch < 170 t -20%

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 28-29 



39Advice for 2026 and 2027 MSY: Catch < 15 t  -41%

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 30 

• Advice released 
2025

• Fishing pressure 
above FMSY proxy

• Stock below Itrigger

• Advice lower: 
decline in biomass 
index and biomass 
safeguard

• rfb rule
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• WKBMSYSPiCT4
• Nephrops FU2829, 30, 31
• Improved input data and tested new SPiCT models

• Catch time series corrected
• Indices standardized
• Many model configurations tested

• SPiCT Cat 2 assessment approved for FU2829
• Advice should be based on a precautionary catch fractile, 

not exceeding the 15th percentile. 
• Updated rfb rules approved for FU 30, 31

• FU 30: use improved indices in rfb and revist the SPiCT 
model when longer time series are available

• FU 31: use improved indices in rfb and continue 
development of the SPiCT model

Nephrops Benchmarks

Benchmark for three stocks in 2026
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• SSB females only
• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger

• Downward 
revision in 
biomass and 
recent lower 
recruitments used 
in forecast

Advice for 2027 EU MAP: Catch 8 420 – 15 985 t advice -20%

Hake in division 8c and 9a: southern stock
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Hake in division 8c and 9a: southern stock

Catch (2025): 7 191 t (6% discards)
F (2026)  =0.21  (Average 2023-2025)
SSB (2027) =  24 313 t > MSYBtrigger (7 556 t)  FMSY =0.221

Length based and sex disaggregated stock synthesis
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• F below FMSY

• Stock size increased 
but below Itrigger

• Decrease in advice: 
below trigger so 
biomass safeguard 
below 1

• All sole species under 
single TAC

Advice for 2026 and 2027 MSY: Catch < 190 t -9.1%

Sole in division 8c and 9a
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Sole in division 8c and 9a
Not updated--Catch (2024) : 285 t (negligible discards)

rfb
rule

Ay+1 = Ay × r × f × b × m 
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• F below FMSY proxy

• No biomass reference point
• Decrease in advice: decrease in 

biomass index
• Cat 3 chr

Advice for 1 July 2026- 30 June 2027 MSY: Catch < 16 323 t -29%

Anchovy in the western part of Division 9.a (western Iberian waters)
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Anchovy in the western part of Division 9.a (western Iberian waters)
Catch (2025) : 12 940 t (negligible discards <1 t)

chr rule
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• Advice released 
in December 
2025

• No F reference 
point

• SSB above Blim

• Increase in stock 
size

• Catch (2025): 
32565, < 1% 
discard

Advice for 2026 EU Mgt Plan: Catch < 33 000 t +8%

Anchovy in the in Subarea 8 (Bay of Biscay)



48Advice for 2026 PA: Catch < 11 639 t +60%

Anchovy in the in the southern part of Division 9.a 

• Advice released 
in December 
2025

• No F reference 
point

• SSB above Blim

• Increase in stock 
size

• Catch (2025): 
8451, < 2% 
discard
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• Category 5
• Can not assess 

status
• PA buffer applied
• Recreational catch 

substantial but 
unquantified

• No TAC in this area
• Landings 2024 846 t

Advice for 2026, 2027 and 2028: PA: Catch < 306 t no change

Sea bass in division 8c and 9a



Upcoming benchmarks (2028)

• Sardine (Sardina pilchardus) in divisions 8.a, 8.b, and 8.d (Bay of 
Biscay) pil.27.8abd

• Pollack (Pollachius pollachius) in Subarea 8 and in Division 9.a 
(Bay of Biscay, Atlantic Iberian waters pol.27.89a

• Sole (Solea solea) in divisions 8.c and 9.a (Cantabrian Sea, 
Atlantic Iberian waters) sol.27.8c9a
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Thank you

Sarah Gaichas, Sarah.Gaichas@ices.dk
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ICES Assessment Categories
Category 1 – Stocks with quantitative assessments; includes stocks with full analytical
assessments and forecasts that are either age-/length-structured or based on production models.

Category 2 – Stocks with analytical assessments and forecasts that are only treated qualitatively
as well as stocks with surplus production models, e.g. SPiCT, JABBA, without an MSE;

Category 3 – Stocks for which survey-based assessments or exploratory assessments indicate
trends; includes stocks for which survey, trends-based assessment, or other indices and life
history information are available

Category 4 – Nephrops stocks where information on possible abundance can be inferred and
stocks for which a reliable time-series of catch can be used to approximate MSY.

Category 5 – Stocks for which either only data on landings or a short time-series of catch are
available

Category 6 –Stocks for which there are negligible landings and stocks caught in minor amounts as
bycatch


	Sección predeterminada
	Slide 1: ICES Advice  Réunion du Conseil Consultatif des eaux Occidentales australes-CC-SUD 
	Slide 2: Governed by 10 principles of advice
	Slide 3: Basis of advice
	Slide 4: ICES MSY approach for category 1 & 2 stocks
	Slide 5: Where to find the advice
	Slide 6: Stocks covered
	Slide 7: Golfe de Gascogne et Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique    
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Golfe de Gascogne 
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50: Upcoming benchmarks (2028)
	Slide 51: Thank you
	Slide 52: ICES Assessment Categories


