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Abstract

In 2020, the EU fishing fleet numbered 73 716 vessels with a combined gross tonnage of 1.30 million
and engine power of 5.26 million kW. Based on data submitted by Member States under the EU MAP,
there were 56 111 active vessels in 2020 offering direct employment to 124 636 fishers, corresponding
to 82 272 FTEs; on average earning EUR 25 654 in wages, annually. The EU fleet spent 5.3 million
days-at-sea and consumed 1.9 billion litres of fuel to land 3.9 million tonnes of seafood with a reported
value of EUR 5.8 billion. The Gross Value Added (GVA) and gross profit (all excl. subsidies and fishing
rights) were estimated at EUR 3.3 billion and EUR 1.16 billion, respectively. GVA as a proportion of
revenue was estimated at 55% and gross profit margin at almost 20%. With a total net profit of almost
EUR 0.4 billion in 2020, 7.2% of the revenue was retained as profit. These results should be read in a
context of reduction in fuel costs in 2020. These results indicate a deterioration compared to 2019
while nowcast estimates suggest that the performance of the EU fishing fleet will be moderately (in
2021) and heavily (in 2022) deteriorated, specially driven by the increase in fuel prices. This
publication includes: 1) a structural and economic overview of the EU fishing fleet in 2020 and trend
analyses for the years 2008-2020 where possible (nowcasts for 2021 and 2022); a regional analysis of
the EU fishing fleet by major sea basin, as well as, fleets operating in the EU Outermost Regions and in
Other Fishing Regions; 3) a detailed structural and economic overview of each Member State fishing
fleet, including qualitative economic performance assessments for 2020 and nowcasts for 2021 and
2022.
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SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC COMMITTEE FOR FISHERIES
(STECF)THE 2022 ANNUAL ECONOMIC REPORT ON THE EU FISHING
FLEET (STECF 22-06)

Request to STECF
STECF is requested to review the report of the STECF Expert Working Group meeting, evaluate the
findings and make any appropriate comments and recommendations.

STECF comments

EWGs 22-02 and EWG 22-06 took place virtually from 04-08 April (AER 1) and 13-17 June 2022 (AER
I1). The AER report produced by the EWGs covers the period 2008 to 2022 and includes information on
the EU fleet’s fishing capacity, effort, employment, landings, income and costs. The reference year for
the AER 2022 report is 2020 with nowcast performance estimates provided for 2021 and 2022. All
monetary values have been adjusted for inflation to 2020 constant prices. STECF observes that the
regular analysis provides a structural and economic overview of the EU fishing fleet, a regional analysis
of the EU fishing fleet by major sea basin and a detailed structural and economic overview of each EU
Member State fishing fleet. Additionally, special requests relating to pelagic fleets, on social aspects
and also an outlook for 2021 and 2022 considering the impacts of COVID-19, fuel prices and inflation
were also addressed by the EWGs. As in previous years, STECF observes that the quality of the data
submitted by Member States has steadily improved.

Regarding the analysis of social data of the fleets conducted by the EWG, STECF observes that there
were some issues with the data provided in 2022 as highlighted in the EWGs report. While all Member
States submitted data for the year 2020, only 10 resubmitted data for 2017, while the data submitted
in 2019 was not available to the EWG. Therefore, the EWG could not carry out a comparison between
2020 and 2017 as had previously been planned.

STECF notes that different methodologies and input variables are applied in the Mediterranean and
Atlantic nowcast. This is mainly because for the Atlantic, information on the TACs for the nowcasted
years is used.

For the production of the nowcast for years 2021 and 2022, STECF observes that this could only be
performed after the AER Il meeting had finished. This was due to the delay in the availability of the
input data (fuel and fish prices were updated up to May 2022, to account for as much as possible of
the current variability of prices and market conditions) and the time needed for running the model as
well as checking the results. Although a nowcast is more robust when more input data for the current
year can be incorporated, having to produce the nowcast outside of the regular meeting is not advised
because the time needed to check the results by the experts is severely reduced. STECF advises that
the JRC incorporates the production of nowcasts for the Atlantic to its database, as it already performs
the Mediterranean nowcasts. This would help producing the nowcast results during the EWG meeting.

STECF further observes that the basic methodology to produce the nowcast is based on the notion of
relatively stable markets, gradually evolving over time. Abrupt variations in costs, prices, and inflation,
resulting in changes in market structure and in fishing fleets’ strategies, are currently observed, but
are ignored in the current procedure, and this has potentially large impact on the robustness of the
results obtained in the nowcast.

STECF observes that a full evaluation of the Long-Distance Fleet (LDF) has not been completed in the
current AER. This can partly be attributed to a methodological issue and partly to a capacity issue
within EWG 22-06. As noted previously by STECF, fleet data for some segments of the LDF cannot be
reported because of confidentiality concerns arising from the small size of the fleet segments involved.
Additionally, the LDF operates in the jurisdiction of several RFMO’s, where some vessels cross
jurisdictions even during a single fishing trip. In order to properly report for those vessels operating in
more than one area, allocating catches and effort to specific areas is cumbersome and STECF notes
that there was a capacity problem in EWG 22-06 that did not allow completing this task. The voluntary
field “fishery” in the uploading template can be used by Member States to identify vessels of a fleet
segment operating in a specific RFMO (e.g., ICCAT or I0TC), vessels operating under Sustainable
Fisheries Partnership Agreements (SFPAs), which would ease the work of the EWG and lead to more
robust estimates for the LDFs.
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STECF observes that data quality has improved for the Outermost Regions (OMRs) although is still
incomplete. Therefore, the EWG could not provide a full analysis of the OMR segments due to the lack
of some indicators and incomplete time series.

Concerning the quality checking of data submitted by the Member States, STECF observes that for the
2022 JRC economic data call, although feedback was provided to Member States before AER I, the
regular automatic checks (done in the database and available in Tableau) were not provided before the
meeting. This was due to a shift in the system used by the JRC for data quality checks (from Tableau
to QLIK). However, it will resolve this issue for future data calls.

STECF observes that providing Member States with timely feedback on data coverage is valuable, in
addition to the general DTMT reporting, as it improves the quality of submitted data. In light of this,
STECF observes that providing a checklist to Member States of data quality issues applied by JRC
would help Member States in their (pre) checking of data quality before submission.

Concerning the storage and processing of data, STECF observes that Member States upload data to the
JRC database. JRC processes these data and makes them available to the EWG by way of an Excel file.
This Excel file has a very high operational time constraint. Average opening time of the file can take a
long time; making changes to the file and regenerating the cells in the file also has a very long
processing time requirement. STECF observes that automating procedures further, and moreover,
reconsidering the data platform used to produce the AER analyses could facilitate a smoother workflow
of the EWG, reducing the current time constraints.

As for additional requests, STECF observes that in recent years, new requests for the analysis of
special topics have been added every year to the EWG ToRs. This year was no exception, with
additional requests being added to the ToRs, representing a substantial additional workload to facilitate
proper analysis and documentation in the report. This makes the completion of the AER report
challenging. Noting the importance of current developments, STECF agrees that trade-offs may be
required, and priorities may need to be discussed with DG Mare on the relative importance of for
example of producing the nowcasts against these additional requests. Additionally, STECF observes
that a number of these special requests may be dealt with outside the AER EWG through ad hoc
contracts or as ToRs to the STECF Plenary.

STECF notes that with the new EU MAP some additional variables have been introduced in the data
collection. STECF observes that reporting on these variables varies largely between Member States. For
example, the way subsidies and support under COVID-19 measures have been dealt with is wide
ranging. Some, Member States report COVID-19-related supporting measures as “Operating
Subsidies”, others as “Other Income” or even as social security aids as part of the crew wages. Other
Member States do not report them at all. STECF observes that RCG ECON is best placed to review the
variables and provide guidance to the Member States to reach a more unified approach to reporting on
these issues.

Finally, STECF notes that the analyses made by the EWG 21-10 (FDI) show that there are
discrepancies between the AER and FDI datasets. These discrepancies mainly relate to the naming and
clustering of fleet segments, coding, and absence of data on inactive vessels in the FDI and reporting
of inactive vessels.

STECF conclusions
STECF concludes that the data presented in the AER report has been validated and is fit for purpose.
The EWGs have addressed the TORs and STECF endorses the AER report.

STECF concludes that for the nowcast, the methodology used for the Mediterranean and the Atlantic
could be better aligned if the JRC integrates the production of the nowcasts for the Atlantic to its
database in the same way as for the Mediterranean.

In order to allow for a proper analysis of the LDF, STECF concludes that more capacity and expertise is
needed in the EWG. STECF supports the use of the voluntary field “fishery” in the uploading template
as it would ease the work of the EWG and lead to more robust estimates.

Similar to the STECF conclusions of 2021, for the outermost regions, although improvements in the
data quality have been observed, some data gaps still persist, that continue to affect the coverage of
the AER and also the quality of the balance indicators of these regions.

Concerning data quality checking, STECF concludes that making available a check list and access to the
quality check would facilitate Member States in improving the quality of the data submitted.
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This should be provided at the start of the data call. To allow for timely corrections, the data quality
check report should be made available before the AER | meeting, following uploading of the economic
data.

Concerning the storage and processing of data, STECF concludes that automating procedures further,
and moreover, reconsidering the data platform used to produce the AER analyses could facilitate a
smoother workflow of the EWG, reducing the current time constraints As for additional special
requests, STECF concludes that trade-offs may be required, and priorities discussed with DG Mare on
the relative importance of certain elements of the AER (e.g., producing the nowcasts against the
special requests). Additionally, STECF concludes that special requests may be dealt with outside the
AER EWG through ad hoc contracts or as ToRs to the STECF Plenary.

STECF points out the importance of coordination at Member State and EU level. STECF suggests for the
RCGs, in coordination with JRC, to consider the organisation of a workshop to explore the allocation of
vessels to fleet segments and landing and effort to metiers by Member States for both FDI and AER
data calls. STECF concludes it would be beneficial to both groups to harmonise different approaches in
accordance with DCF definitions, variables and data call specifications.
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Contact details of STECF members

1 - Information on STECF members’ affiliations is displayed for information only. In any case, Members
of the STECF shall act independently. In the context of the STECF work, the committee members do
not represent the institutions/bodies they are affiliated to in their daily jobs. STECF members also
declare at each meeting of the STECF and of its Expert Working Groups any specific interest which
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The 2022 Annual Economic Report (AER) on the European Union (EU) fishing fleet provides a
comprehensive overview of the latest information available on the structure and economic performance
of the EU Member States fishing fleets. Should be noted that his year and in comparison with previous
releases of the report, the base year has been updated to 2020 (including the forecast and nowcasting
procedures).

Results indicate that the profitability of the EU fleet fell in 2020, registering a net profit of almost
EUR 0.42 billion, down 30% from 2019. Lower value of landings are the main reason for this reduction
even in a situation of a sharp decrease of energy prices. 2020 is a continuation of the decreasing trend
observed in 2019, with the added impact of the COVID-19 outbreak, with several short sized value
chains closed in several months of the year 2020. Nowcast estimates indicate that the performance of
the fleet will deteriorate, especially in 2022, due, chiefly, to the effects brought on by Ukraine-Russia
conflict, in particular with high fuel costs and inflation rates.

In 2020, the EU fishing fleet numbered 73 716 vessels with a combined gross tonnage (GT) of 1.3
million tonnes and engine power of 5.26 million kilowatts (kW). There were 17 605 inactive vessels
(23.8% of the total number of vessels), bringing the number of active vessels to 56 111. Of the active
vessels, 75% were SSCF vessels, 24% LSF and less than 0.5% DWF. EU fleet capacity has continued
to decrease at a similar rate as that observed in previous years.

Direct employment generated by the sector, amounted to 124 636 fishers, corresponding to 82 272
FTEs. These values follow a similar trend as the capacity indicators. Almost 29% of the employed
persons were estimated as being unpaid labour (similar to 2019). Average annual wage per FTE was
estimated at EUR 25 654, an increase compared to 2019. Remarkable, is the big dispersion along the
different Member States, ranging from an average wage of EUR 1 127 for Cypriot fishers to
EUR 107 461 for Belgian fishers. In both cases, higher figures than in 2019.

To perform, the EU fishing fleet consumed 1.9 billion litres of fuel and spent 5.3 million days-at-sea
(DaS) in 2020. This combination produced 3.9 million tonnes of seafood landings with a value of
EUR 5.8 billion.

In 2020, the EU fishing fleet had an estimated depreciated replacement value (tangible asset value) of
EUR 5.4 billion and in-year investments amounted to EUR 527 million. These figures indicate that the
capital value of the EU fishing fleet increased in 2020 compared to 2019. Investments presented the
highest value of the time series (2008-2020).

The amount of GVA and gross profit (all excl. subsidies) generated by the EU fishing fleet in 2020 was
EUR 3.3 billion and EUR 1.16 billion, respectively. GVA as a proportion of revenue was estimated at
55%, higher than in 2019 and gross profit margin at 19.7%, similar to the one obtained in 2019. After
accounting for capital costs, 7% of the revenue generated by the fleet was retained as net profit, again
a drop from that obtained in 2019.

While overall the EU fishing fleet was profitable, performance deteriorated compared to 2019. Three
out of the 22 coastal Member States fleets suffered net losses in 2020, namely: Cyprus, Finland, and
Germany. Results also varied by scale of operation and fishing region.

The EU small-scale coastal fleet (SSCF) totalled 42 582 vessels in 2020, employing 62 196 fishers.
This implies that the SSCF comprised 76% of the active fleet and 50% of the engaged crew. FTEs were
32 128, revealing the part time nature of this activity. Collectively, the SSCF was profitable in 2020 but
revenue and GVA and all economic indicators decreased compared to 2019. The only exception is the
average wage, which increased to EUR 14 365 (+4.2% compared to 2019). Results by Member State
reveal that seven SSCF suffered gross losses (Germany, Denmark, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Malta
and Poland) and 10 net losses (Germany, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Greece Lithuania, Latvia, Malta,
Poland and Sweden). This negative situation was particularly marked in the Baltic region were
collectively the SSCF was already performing at negative gross losses in 2018-19, deteriorating further
in 2020. The Mediterranean SSCF (the major EU contributor to this segment in vessels and
employment) also suffered a contraction in its economic performance in 2020 compared to 2019,
impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak.

The EU large-scale fleet (LSF) encompassed 13 280 vessels in 2020 and employed 55 952 fishers,
representing 18% and 45% of the total EU fleet, respectively. This fleet contributed 79% in landings
and 70% to the value of these landings of the total EU fleet. The LSF was profitable in 2020 but GVA
decreased by 6%, gross profit by 8.5% and net profit by 23% compared to the previous year. This a
continuation of what was observed in 2019. However, as in 2019, all the Member States’ LSF made
gross profits in 2020 and three, Cyprus Germany and Finland, made net losses.
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The EU distant-water fleet (DWF) numbered 249 vessels in 2020 and employed 6 480 fishers, less
than 0.5% and 5.3% of the EU total, respectively. This fleet contributed 15% in landings in weight and
value of the total EU fleet. The reported GVA was of EUR 314 million. Gross profit was estimated at
EUR 91 million and net profit at EUR 31 million. Gross profit and GVA were similar to those obtained in
2019, while net profit increased by almost 23%. French LDF suffered gross losses and Italian fleet net
losses.

The 10 Member States fleets operating in the North Sea & Eastern Arctic (NSEA) region in 2020
numbered 2 048 vessels, four vessels more than in 2019, with an estimated 3 539 FTE. The revenue
generated was EUR 0.98 billion, 76% of which was provided by three Member States: Denmark, the
Netherlands and Germany. Revenue presented a mixed evolution in 2020 compared to 2019: the
Netherlands (EUR 288 million; -1%), Germany (EUR 88 million; +3%), Denmark (EUR 383 million;
+19%0), Ireland (EUR 11 million; +42%), and Belgium (EUR 25 million; -22%). GVA produced by the
fleets was estimated at EUR 538 million in 2020; representing an overall increase of 5% compared to
2019. The fleets made EUR 258 million in gross profit, a 15% increase compared to 2019. By fishing
activity, the SSCF operating in the NSEA generated EUR 26 million in revenue and 249 FTE. The DWF
generated EUR 25 million in revenue and 151 FTE.

Eight Member States were actively involved in Baltic Sea (BS) fisheries in 2020: Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Sweden, while the Estonian, Finnish, Latvian and
Polish fisheries were fully dependent on this region. In 2020 the total number of vessels operating in
the BS increased by 2% but a decrease of 19% since 2008. The fleet with 5 231 active vessels
generated EUR 197 million in revenue, a decrease of 12% compared to 2019. GVA also decreased by
5%. However, overall, the EU Baltic Sea fleet was profitable in 2020, and conversely to other
performance indicators, gross profit remained stable compared to 2019, as a result a reduction of fuel
cost of 38%. Three Member States’ fleets (Estonia, Germany and Lithuania) suffered net losses in 2020
in the region. While the SSCF had 92% of the vessels (4 838 vessels) in 2020, total employment in the
sector amounted only to 2 405 FTE or 65% of the total, indicating the predominantly part-time nature
of employment in this fleet segment mostly reflected in the Estonian and Finnish fleets with 0.24 and
0.32 FTE per person employed, respectively. Overall, FTE decreased by 5.8% in 2020 and reached the
lowest level since 2008. In 2020, the SSCF generated GVA EUR 17.6 million (EUR 21.3 million in 2019)
and 2 495 FTE. The decrease (-17%) can be mainly attributed to lower value of landings. The
profitability of the SSCF deteriorated again, from net losses of EUR 6.1 million in 2019 to net losses of
EUR 19.4 million in 2020. SSCF in the Baltic accounted for 8% of the landed weight and 21% of the
value and the profitability is presenting a continuous deteriorating scheme. The contribution of Atlantic
cod in total revenues of SSCF has decreased from 36.3% in 2008 to 14% in 2019 and dropped to 8%
in 2020. The Member States SSCF with a relatively low cod dependency i.e. Finland and Latvia, made
positive gross profits while the remaining Member States suffered losses. The revenue generated by
the LSF fleet in 2020 was EUR 152.8 miillion, 12% less compared to 2019. However, gross profit and
net profit generated by LSF increased by 6% and 2%, respectively. Lower energy costs and labour
costs contributed the most to the improved profitability of the fleet. Number of people employed
decreased by 9% (FTE and total jobs).

The main Member State fleets in the North Western Waters (NWW) are the French and Irish. Ireland
had the highest total percentage of national landed value from the region at 95% indicating their high
dependency on this area. Belgium, Denmark, Spain and the Netherlands also had quite a substantial
amount of production from the area while Germany, Lithuania and Portugal showed low activity.
Overall, the fleets account for 2 486 active vessels with 6 382 FTE, a decrease of 9% compared to
2020. In 2020, the two main species landed in terms of weight were small pelagic species including
blue whiting and Atlantic mackerel, although in value hake was also important. Although total revenue
remained stable between 2019 and 2020 some differences between countries can be noticed when
comparing 2019 to 2020. Countries that had a noticeable decrease in revenue were Spain (EUR 9.5
million; -41%), France (EUR 23 million; -38%) and Belgium (EUR 7 million; -28%), while countries
with a noticeable increase in revenue were Portugal (EUR 4.7 million; +43%), Ireland (EUR 3.3 million;
+30%) and Lithuania (EUR 3.8 million; +15%b).

The main fishing Member States in the Southern Western Waters (SWW) are Spain, France and
Portugal (combined generating 99% of the revenue in 2020). The main species landed were Atlantic
horse mackerel, Club mackerel, European anchovy and European pilchard. In terms of value, the main
species were Albacore, European hake, octopus and European anchovy. Overall, the fleet was
profitable and similar to that of 2019. SWW fleets generated over EUR 1.1 billion in revenue, EUR 685
million in GVA and EUR 155 million in gross profits. Overall, revenue and profits have recovered since
2013, going from a loss-making position to posting net profits, although they have deteriorated over
the past four years. Overall, the SSCF was profitable in 2020, totalling EUR 195 million in GVA. Total
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employment for the SSCF was highest for Spain and Portugal than in France, totalling 6 688 and
6 130, respectively, reflecting the high number of active vessels in these Member States. All of them in
the SWW demonstrated a much lower FTE figures than total employed (about half the value) indicating
that a large majority of those employed in the SSCF are part-time employees. The most important
species caught by this fleet are the common octopus (13% of the landed value) followed by the
European seabass (10%). The LSF was profitable in 2020, totalling EUR 490 million in GVA and EUR 94
million in gross profit. The Spanish LSF is responsible for 44% of the gross profit of the LSF in the
SWW region, followed by Portugal that contributed with 35% and the French fleet with 25%.

The Mediterranean Sea (MED) fleet accounted for 58% of all EU vessels and 46% of the EU
employment (FTE) in 2020. The Mediterranean fleet also contributed to 9% of the EU landings in
weight and 24% in value. Almost all landings by the Cypriot, Croatian, Greek, Italian, Maltese, and
Slovenian fleets were originated from the region. The Greek fleet is the first contributor in terms of the
number of vessels (35%) and days-at-sea (48%) while the Italian one is the dominant fleet in terms of
landings (37% in weight and 44% in value), revenue (43%), gross value added (43%) and gross profit
(54%). The economic performance was mostly driven by the LSF, which contributed to 72% of the
landings value from the Mediterranean and to 84% of landings weight in 2020. In contrast, 81% of the
vessels operating in the region belong to SSCF. Employment in the Mediterranean fishing fleet in 2020
was estimated at 59 762 jobs, corresponding to 38 701 FTEs. Employment (measured as FTE)
decreased by about 12% relative to 2019. More than half of the employment is created by the SSCF;
35 415 jobs corresponding to more than 59% of total jobs, and 20 377 FTEs corresponding to almost
53% of total FTEs. The economic performance of SSCF in the Mediterranean faced many impacts due
to COVID-19 restrictions. The economic performance of the SSCF had a slightly positive net profit
margin in the region but followed a decreasing trend, with Greece, Malta, Slovenia, and Cyprus making
net losses. For the whole Mediterranean fleet (SSCF+LSF) all the economic performance indicators
have worsened compared to 2019.

Bulgaria and Romania are the only two EU Member States involved in the Black Sea (BKS) fisheries.
Revenue in 2020 was estimated at EUR 10.5 million, decreasing by 29% compared to 2019 although
22% more than the average 2008-2019 period. GVA produced was EUR 5.1 million, representing an
overall decrease of 36% compared to 2019 and 24% lower than the average for the period from 2008
to 2019. Gross profit was estimated to be EUR 3.2 million, a 46% decrease compared to 2019. The
BKS fishery is dominated by SSCF vessels. The number of SSCF vessels in 2020 (1 240) increased by
10% compared to 2019. They make up 92% of the total fleet by number and 82% of the total
employment (67% of FTE). In 2020, 1 807 fishers were directly employed, corresponding to 452 FTEs.
In the majority of cases, vessels are operated by the owner or a family member.

Although the main fishing grounds for the EU fishing fleet are located in FAO areas 27 and 37, part of
the EU fleet operates in fishing areas much further afield. For the sake of this report, these areas are
collectively termed Other Fishing Regions (OFR) and are divided into two main groups: (1) EU
Outermost Region (OMR) fleet operating in the EEZs of the Canary Islands (Spain); the Azores and
Madeira (Portugal); and the French overseas regions and departments of Guyana, Antilles (Martinique
and Guadeloupe), Reunion and Mayotte and, (2) the EU long distant fisheries (LDF) in fishing areas
outside EU waters and in Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ), covered by Regional Fisheries
Bodies (RFBs), such as the, Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO), the International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
(I0TC), the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) and the Fishery Committee for the
Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF); and fishing areas within the EEZ of third countries regulated under
the framework of EU Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreements (SFPAs). Due to data limitations
and time constraints, it was not possible to provide a complete analysis of the EU fleets operating in all
the OFRs.

In 2020, the number of active vessels of the OMR was 2 544, although in some regions, significant
parts of the registered fleet were inactive. Most of the OMR fleet is small scale with 84% of the vessels
under 12 metres LOA. The economic performance fleets deteriorated in 2020 compared to 2019.
However, overall they were profitable. Total engaged crew was 6 651 for 3 461 FTEs. Landings from
the OMR fleets combined amounted to 31 887 tonnes valued at EUR 138.4 million in 2020 (-18% and -
8%, respectively compared to 2019). For the French OMR fleets, information is still incomplete,
however, some improvement in terms of data quality and assessments was achieved in this year's
report compared to previous editions. In 2020, GVA per Member State was estimated to EUR 38.6
million, EUR 28.4 million and EUR 20.4 million in French, Portuguese and Spanish OMRs, respectively.
However, these values do not consider the operating subsidies related to EMFF, including compensation
of costs programs, reported to EUR 4.0, EUR 7.5 and EUR 6.3 million in 2018, 2019, 2020,respectively.
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According to data submitted, the EU ICCAT fleet nhumbered 3 190 commercial vessels and total
reported EU catches for the main species regulated by ICCAT in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean
Sea amounted to 251 802 tonnes in 2020; of which 234 303 tonnes, or 94% of the EU total landings,
came from the Atlantic and 15 654 tonnes from the Mediterranean Sea. Nearly 55% of these catches
correspond to tropical tunas (yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack), 20% to sharks, and 11% to albacore. To
analyse the EU ICCAT LDF fleet, all fleet segments over 18 metres LOA and with 20% or more of their
landings in value obtained in 2020 from one or more of the major species or stocks in the ICCAT RA
were selected. Based on these criteria 21 DCF fleet segments were identified for the ICCAT LDF
analysis in 2020: 13 in the Atlantic and 8 in the Mediterranean. The Atlantic stocks comprise over 87%
of the total landings, the top species in landings in 2020 were: skipjack (43 538 tonnes, 25% of the
total landings), blue shark (41 564 tonnes), yellowfin tuna (35 453 tonnes), albacore (25 600 tonnes)
and bigeye tuna (11 021 tonnes). In the Mediterranean Sea, bluefin tuna accounted for 52% of the
total ICCAT landings, followed by swordfish (17%). Landings of bluefin tuna amounted to 13 145
tonnes in 2020, 4% more than in 2019 or 98% more than the average landings over the period 2008-
2019.

Given the method of aligning LDF segments to the area, the number of vessels can vary from year to
year and therefore, average indicators by vessel are presented. For the Mediterranean ICCAT LDF,
these showed an improved situation than in 2019 for revenue and GVA although a reduction in gross
and net profitability. For the Atlantic ICCAT LDF these showed a worse situation than in 2019, only
comparable with the values obtained in 2008 (in real average terms).

Four Member States were active in the IOTC Convention region in 2020: France (including Reunion),
Portugal, Italy and Spain. The EU fleet active in 2020 consisted of estimated 439 vessels: 303 from
France (100 from Mayotte, 193 from Reunion and 11 from mainland fleet), 118 from Spain (91 surface
longliners targeting swordfish and 27 purse seiners), 17 from Portugal (all longliners targeting
swordfish) and 1 from Italy. The EU landings amounted to 376 216 tonnes in 2020 valued at EUR 572
million, a significant increase from 2019 (reported on EUR 368.6 million). The top species were the
tropical tuna species skipjack, yellowfin and bigeye. Landings for the 10TC LDF amounted to
303 638tonnes valued at EUR 423.7 million. The two major fleet segments for both Spain and France
are the purse seiners above 40 metres LOA. Both show, in general, a positive profitability (in gross and
net terms), however, both show a deterioration in their profitability since 2017. This reduction in 2020
was somehow exacerbated by the sanitary restrictions (costs and crew rotations) due to the COVID-19
outbreak.

A large part of the activity in the CECAF region is related to the tuna fishery, which overlaps with
ICCAT. When excluding landings of ICCAT major species, six LDF segments were identified with high
dependency in this area targeting demersal and/or small pelagic species (54 vessels). Total catches for
these selected were approximately 63 million tonnes. Due to time constraints and data limitations,
STECF EWG 22-06 was unable to provide a detailed account of the main fishing segments operating in
CECAF. Given the method of aligning LDF segments to the area, the number of vessels can vary from
year to year and therefore, average indicators by vessel are presented. These show an improved
situation compared to 2019 and a further improvement compared to the gross and net losses observed
in 2018, with an average vessel making gross and net profits.

In 2020, eight fleet segments from four Member States (Portugal, Spain, Germany and France) showed
some activity in the NAFO convention Area (excluding ICCAT major species). The fleet was composed
of an estimated number of 23 vessels (3 less than in 2019) which produced 34 272 tonnes valued at
EUR 86.3 million (both higher than in 2019). None of the national fleet segments are heavily
dependent on the region, although specifically, Portuguese demersal trawler fleets above 40 metres
obtains around 80% of its total landings in value from activity in NAFO, and half of the Spanish
trawlers above 40m are almost fully dependant on this area. The other Member States’ fleets have less
than 5% dependency on this area, although individual vessels could have a dependency above .
Economic performance results for 2020 shows an increase in revenue, GVA and gross profit for the
fleet operating in the area with respect to that of 2019. This could be partially explained for a reduction
in operational costs as a result of change in fishing strategies as a result of the pandemic.

The main fisheries in the NEAFC convention area were: redfish, mackerel; haddock; herring, blue
whiting and deep-sea species. Total catches for the segment selected to be dependent on this area
were approximately 97 million tonnes. The four top main fisheries regulated in the NEAFC Regulatory
Area (Atlantic mackerel, herring, cod and blue whiting) Due to time constraints and data limitations,
STECF EWG 22-06 was unable to provide a detailed account of the main fishing fleets operating in
NEAFC. Given the method of aligning LDF segments to the area, the number of vessels can vary from
year to year and therefore, average indicators by vessel are presented. These showed an improved
situation compared to 2019, although an average vessel was making gross and net losses.
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Nowcast results for 2021 and 2022 are driven by the sharp increase in fuel prices, specially for
2022. However, they should be taken with caution because they do not consider tactical adaptations of
the fishing fleet but also due to the methodological limitations of the procedure to produce these
results.

Preliminary results for 2021* are driven by the United Kingdom leaving the EU and the increase in
energy costs, especially after the second half of the year 2021. Overall, the nowcasting methodology
indicates a decrease of 3.7% in landed value in 2021 compared to 2020, although prices increased 8%.
Energy cost increased almost a 40% which at the end drives to a reduction of 30% and 46% in the
overall gross and net profit. However, still the projection for 2021 shows that the EU fishing fleet will
remain profitable in gross and net terms.

Preliminary results for 2022 are driven by the inflation rate and fuel price increases in 2022, due
to the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Overall, a decrease in landed weight of 17.6% is predicted although
almost compensated by an increase of 19% in the real price when compared to 2020. This makes that
the value of landings are only going to be reduced by 1.6%. However, the sharp increase in fuel prices,
especially after march 2022, makes that projections give a 173% increase in energy costs compared to
2020. This implies that gross and net profit margins will deteriorate to levels where, overall, the EU
fleet will not continue to be profitable, being the LSF and DWF more affected than the SSCF by this
increase in fuel prices.

This publication includes:

1) A structural and economic overview of the EU fishing fleet in 2020, with nowcasts for 2021 and
2022, and trend analyses for the years 2008-2020; It also includes specific sections for EU pelagic
reference fleet, social data and pays specific attention to the situation in 2022.

2) A regional analysis of the EU fishing fleet by major sea basin: Baltic Sea, North Sea & Eastern
Arctic, North Atlantic (NWW and SWW), Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea, as well as Other Fishing
Regions, including the EU Outermost Regions and the EU long distant fisheries in Other Regions;

3) A detailed structural and economic overview of each Member State fishing fleet, including qualitative
economic performance assessments for 2020 and nowcasts for 2021 and 2022.

The 2022 AER Annex report further contains supplementary data tables providing the main results at
the EU, regional and national levels, an outline of the methodology and nowcast model used to
estimate economic indicators for 2021 and 2022.

The data used to compile all the various analyses contained within the reports were collected under the
data collection framework, cf. Council Regulation (EC) No 199/2008 of 25 February 2008 for the years
2008 -2016 (DCF) and cf. Council Regulation (EC) No 2017/1004 of 17 May 2017, for the years 2017-
2020 (EU_MAP)

The 2022 AER supersedes all previous AERs. Comparisons across AER reports should not be
made. This is mainly due to the inclusion of more Member State fleets, the exclusion of the United
Kingdom, greater coverage of the data this year and change of base year from 2015 to 2020). Member
States may have provided revised data submitted in previous calls, which is expected to have
increased the coverage and quality of the data reported under the 2022 Data Collection Framework
(DCF and EU-MAP).

1 Includes Greece. Excludes the United Kingdom.
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EU 2020 MEMBER STATE FLEET SUMMARY REPORTS

The following paragraphs present the concise summary of each the national chapter containing results
for the main economic performance indicators in 2020 and developments in relation to the previous
year (2019):

BELGIUM: A positive and improved performance, operating at a net profit of EUR 7.5 million
(+181%). Only the DTS fleet segments was on the verge of being profitable. Revenue decreased by
8%, amounting to EUR 77.5 million; GVA estimated at EUR 41.5 million (4%) and gross profit
EUR 15.4 million (45%). The 2021 year was better than maybe initially expected with an overall
improved performance.

BULGARIA: Deteriorated economic performance compared with period 2008-2019. Revenue
decreased 32%, amounting to EUR 5.5 million; GVA estimated at EUR 3.35 million (-31%) and gross
profit EUR 2.21 million (-15%) and comparing with 2019 the percentages are: -24%, -30% and 40%,
respectively.

CROATIA: Improved economic performance in 2020. Revenue increased by 3%, amounting to EUR
90.1 million; GVA EUR 58.9 million (13%b), gross profit EUR 31.3 million (28%) and net profit increased
to EUR 10 million (143%). One of the reasons for improved performance is increase in landings in
2020 (119%0), while in 2021 landings are lowest in the period since 2012 (-13% compared to 2012-
2020 average).

CYPRUS: Overall deteriorated economic performance compared to 2019. Revenue decreased by
15%, amounted to EUR 6.3 million; GVA EUR2.76 million (-17%), gross profit EUR 1.14 million (-30%)
and a net loss of -EUR 1.8 million. The economic performance of the Cyprus national fleet declined in
2020 mainly because of the COVID-19 outbreak.

DENMARK: Improved performance from 2019 to 2020. The total income in 2020 was EUR473
million, an increase of 5% compared to 2019. GVA increased 10% to EUR 310 million, gross profit
increased 15% to EUR 192 million and net profit increased 10% to EUR 98 million compared to 2019.

ESTONIA: Deteriorated performance. Revenue decreased by 13%, amounting to EUR 13.7 million;
GVA EUR 8.4 million (-