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2Introduction –
• Includes advice released up to 30 June 2023.
• Any changes to advice rules applied by ICES in developing 

advice documented in sheets.
• Quality of assessment and issues relevant to advice in sheets

#



Governed by
10 principles of advice

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7648

No other fisheries body has 
these specifically stated

Advice Process

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7648


Basis of advice

• Advice is based on 
clients requests and is 
consistent with their 
policy objectives
and frameworks.
e.g. EU MAP

• Must be evaluated to be
precautionary

• Type of assessment 
based on data available



ICES MSY approach for category 1 & 2 stocks

For more details, see ‘ Advice on fishing opportunities 2023‘



Conservation status advice

• Some stocks for which ICES provides fishing opportunities advice are 
more affected by other anthropogenic pressures than by fishing. In 
these cases, ICES will now include ‘conservation status advice’ in the 
respective fishing opportunities advice sheet.



Workshops

• WKREBUILD2 – develop framework and evaluaOon 
guidelines for rebuilding plans
• WKNEWREF – hands on – esOmate reference points 

suggested by WKREF2 and idenOfy strengths and 
weaknesses
• WKSTIMP – implementaOon of stakeholder engagement 

strategy (Met in May)
• WKAFPA -workshop on accounOng for fishers and other 

stakeholders’ percepOons of the dynamics of fish stocks 
in ICES advice (WKAFPA).



Where to find the advice

• https://ices-library.figshare.com/

• AdviceXplorer

• https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/online-single-stock-advice/

https://ices-library.figshare.com/
https://ices-taf.shinyapps.io/online-single-stock-advice/
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Stocks covered

Golfe de Gascogne et Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
Plie - plaice
Lieu jaune - pollack
Merlan -whiting

Golfe de Gascogne
Baudroies – white anglerfish
Cardines - megrims
Langoustines -nephrops
Merlu -hake
Sole -sole
Bar sea bass

Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
Baudroies – black bellied and white anglerfish
Cardines - megrims
Langoustines -neprhops
Merlu - hake
Sole - sole
Anchois - anchovy
Bar –sea bass
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Golfe de Gascogne et Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
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Plaice in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 
Advice for 2024 and 2025, PA: Landings < 124 t -20%
Can not quantify corresponding catches

• Category 6
• Discards likely >5% but 

uncertain – landings advice
• PA buffer applied (last

applied 2019)
• Stock definition uncertain
• Landings 2022 62 t
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Pollack in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 
Advice for 2024 and 2025, MSY: commercial catch < 872 t -4%
Can not quantify total catches – lack recreational catch

• Benchmark 2023
• DLS – rfb
• Index – LPUE French gillnet
• Recreational catches not 

quantified
• Stock size indicator lower in 

last 2 years, below Itrigger
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Pollack in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and AtlanNc Iberian waters)
Catch (2022) : 1199 t (does not include recreational catch)

rfb applied to 
average catch 
(2020-2022):
Difference in 
recent catch vs 
advice and first 
application of 
rule.  Advice 36% 
less than recent 
catch

C𝑦+1 = C𝑦 × 𝑟 × 𝑓 × 𝑏 × 𝑚
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Whiting in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and Atlantic Iberian waters) 
Advice for 2024 and 2025, MSY: Catch < 1347 t -41%

• Benchmark 2023
• DLS – rfb
• Index – LPUE French bottom 

trawl
• Fishing pressure below 

FMSY proxy
• Stock size indicator slightly 

higher last 2 years but 
below trigger

• So stability clause not 
applied
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WhiNng in Subarea 8 and Division 9.a (Bay of Biscay and AtlanNc Iberian waters)
Catch (2022) : 1567 t (24% discards)

rfb applied to 
average catch 
(2020-2022):
Difference in 
recent catch vs 
advice and first 
application of 
rule.  Advice 17% 
less than recent 
catch

C𝑦+1 = C𝑦 × 𝑟 × 𝑓 × 𝑏 × 𝑚
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Golfe de Gascogne
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Black-bellied anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8a-b and 8d
Advice for 2024, MSY: Catch < 25 579 t advice +9%

• F fairly stable below FMSY
• SSB increasing and 

above MSY Btrigger
• Two species not 

separated in landing 
staOsOcs

• TAC combined with 
white anglerfish

• Advice higher as stock 
size is increasing



18

Black-bellied anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8a-b and 8d
Catch (2022) : 12 600 t (20 % discards)
F(2023) = 0.093 (average F 2020-2022) 
SSB(2024) = 56 821t > MSYBtrigger (16 776t)     FMSY= 0.163

Length 
based age 
structured 
stock 
synthesis
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White anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8a-b and 8d
Advice for 2024, MSY: Catch < 35 502 t advice +3%

• F fairly stable 
below FMSY

• SSB increasing: 
above MSY 
Btrigger

• TAC combined 
with white 
anglerfish
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White anglerfish in Subarea 7 and divisions 8a-b and 8
Catch (2022) : 22 895t (7 % discards)
F(2023) = 0.125 (average F 2020-2022) 
SSB(2024) = 64 207 t > MSYBtrigger (28 275 t)     FMSY= 0.192

Length 
based age 
structured 
stock 
synthesis
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Megrim in divisions 7b-k, 8a-b and 8d
Advice for 2024, MSY: Catch < 2 3 303t advice -1%

• F decreased in 2022 and is 
below FMSY

• SSB increasing since about 
2010: above MSY Btrigger

• Two species not separated 
in landing statistics

• TAC combined with four 
spot megrim

• Some downward revision of 
SSB (retrospective) in 2023 
compared to 2022 
assessment
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Megrim in divisions 7b-k, 8a-b and 8d
Catch (2022) : 13 161t (18 % discards)
F(2023) = 0.195 (average F 2020-2022) 
SSB(2023) = 95 693t > MSYBtrigger (40 444t)     FMSY= 0.233

A4A SCAA
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Four-spot megrim in divisions 7b-k, 8a-b and 8d
Advice for 2023, 2024 and 2025 : PA: catch ≤ 867t

• Can not assess status
• Sampling impacted by covid: could 

not estimate complete catch 2020 and 
2021

• Partial catch estimate for 2021 is 866 t 
-32% discards

• Two species not separated in landing 
statistics

• TAC combined with megrim

Advice released 2022 not updated
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• F below FMSY

• SSB (female only) 
above MSY Btrigger but 
declining

• Recruitment lower 
last 3 years

• Advice lower because 
stock size is declining

• No survey that covers 
entire area

• TAC area does not 
match stock area

Advice for 2024: MSY: Catch < 72 839t  advice -12%
Hake – Northern stock (3.a, 4, 6, 7, 8.abd)
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Hake – Northern stock (3.a, 4, 6, 7, 8.abd)
Catch (2022) : 69 382 t (3 % discards)
F(2023) = 0.189  Average F 2020-2022
SSB (2024)=  147 052t > MSYBtrigger (78 405t) FMSY= 0.24

Length based 
and sex 
disaggregated 
stock synthesis
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• Advice for 2023 will be 
updated October

• F below FMSY proxy
• No biomass reference point

Advice 2023: MSY < 6734 +11%
Nephrops FU 23-24 (divisions 8a and 8b)
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• F below FMSY

• SSB has been 
declining and is below 
MSY Btrigger, 

• Recruitment declining 
in last 3 years

• Lower advice – lower 
recruitment

• No 2022 survey 
• Recruitment tends to 

be over estimated –
retrospective – used 
lower rec assumption

Advice for 2024: EU MAP: Catch 1454-2489 t  advice ~ -7%
Sole in divisions 8a-b
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Sole in divisions 8a-b
Catch (2022) : 2 343 (1 % discards)
F(2023) = 0.26  SelecFon paJern 2020 to 2022, scaled to the F of 2022
SSB (2024)=  9 405 t < MSYBtrigger (10 600) FMSY= 0.33

FLXSA

Benchmark 
planned
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• F declining: below FMSY

• SSB below MSY 
Btrigger

• Stock identity poorly 
understood

• Limited data on 
recreational removals

• Advice lower: 
downward revision of 
recruitment 
(retrospective) and 
lower Ftarget

• Benchmark planned

Advice for 2024: EU MAP: total removals 2429-2642 t ~ -22%
Sea bass in divisions 8a-b
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Sea bass in divisions 8a-b
Catch (2022) : 2 757 (6 % discards commercial)
F(2023) = 0.115  Average F 2020-2022 scaled to F 2022 plus Frec (0.031)
SSB (2024)=  15 569t < MSYBtrigger (16 688 t) FMSY= 0.138

No TAC in this area –technical measures
Age and length based stock synthesis including recreational catches
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Eaux de la Péninsule Ibérique
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• F declining: below FMSY

• Biomass increasing: above 
MSY Btrigger

• Only fishery dependent 
data in assessment

• Two species not separated in 
landing statistics

• TAC combined with white
anglerfish

Advice for 2024: MSY: Catch < 2111  advice +2.3%
Black-bellied anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
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Black-bellied anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2022) : 621t (negligible discards)
F(2023)/FMSY = 0.27  Fsq
Biomass (2024)/BMSY=  1.43 >MSYBtrigger 0.5 

SPiCT
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• F declining: below 

FMSY
• SSB above MSY 

Btrigger
• Advice higher –

increase in stock size, 
upward revision of 
recruitment 
(retrospective)

• SSB overestimated 
(retro) – no index for 
older fish

Advice for 2024: EU MAP: Catch 1805 – 3334 t advice ~+12%
White anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
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White anglerfish in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2022) : 574 t (negligible discards)
F(2023)=0.081  (Average 2020-2022)
SSB(2024)=  12 239 t >MSYBtrigger (6283 t)  FMSY =0.24

Length based stock synthesis
• Two species not separated in landing statistics
• TAC combined with black-bellied anglerfish
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• F declining: below FMSY

• SSB increasing: above 
MSY Btrigger

• Two species not 
separated in landing 
sta^s^cs

• TAC combined with four 
spot megrim

• Increase advice: increase 
stock size, upward 
revision ages 1-4 
(retrospec^ve)

Advice for 2024: EU MAP: Catch 859 – 1915 t advice ~+31%
Megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
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Megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2022) : 350 t (11% discards)
F(2023)=0.104  (Average 2020-2022)
SSB(2024)=  6 207t >MSYBtrigger (725 t)  FMSY =0.173

A4A
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• F fairly stable below 
FMSY

• SSB increasing: above 
MSY Btrigger

• Two species not 
separated in landing 
statistics

• TAC combined with
megrim

Advice for 2024: EU MAP: Catch 1640 – 3537 t advice ~+3%
Four-spot megrim in divisions 8c and 9cFour-spot megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
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Four-spot megrim in divisions 8c and 9a
Catch (2022) : 763 t (16% discards)
F(2023)=0.083  (Average 2020-2022)
SSB(2023)=  13 130 t >MSYBtrigger (2932 t)  FMSY =0.176

A4A
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• Advice released 2022 no 
update

• Fishing pressure below FMSY
• Spawning stock below Blim

• No catch scenario that will 
rebuild the stock above Blim
by 2024

Advice for 2023, 2024, 2025: MSY: Catch= 0 t  No change
Nephrops in division 8c FU 25 
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• Fishing pressure 
below FMSY

• Spawning stock below 
MSY Btrigger but 
above Blim

• Decrease advice: 
decrease stock size 
and lower F target –
further below trigger

Advice for 2024: MSY: Catch < 12.4 t  advice -28%

Nephrops in division 8c FU 31 
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Nephrops in division 8c FU 31
Catch (2022) : 6.9 t (0 discards)
F(2023)/FMSY = 0.39  Fsq
Biomass (2024)/BMSY=  0.41 < MSYBtrigger 0.5 

SPiCT
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• Fishing pressure below FMSY

• Spawning stock below Blim
• No catch scenario that will 

rebuild the stock above Blim
by 2024

Advice for 2023, 2024 and 2025: MSY: Catch= 0 t no change

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 26-27 

Advice released 2022 no update
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• Fishing pressure 
below FMSY

• No biomass ref pt
• Advice lower: 

decline in biomass 
trend – uncertainty 
cap applied

Advice for 2024 and 2025: PA: Catch< 213 t -20%

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 28-29 
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Nephrops in division 9a  FU 28-29
Catch (2022) : 148 t (negligible discards)

Category 3: 2 over 3
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• No reference points
• Fishing pressure variable
• Stock size declining
• PA buffer and uncertainty cap 

applied

Advice for 2023: PA: Catch< 32 t  -36%

Nephrops in division 9a  FU 30 

Advice released 2022 no update – advice for 2024 will be released in October
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• Sex 
disaggregated –
SSB females only

• F declining and 
below FMSY

• SSB increasing 
and above MSY 
Btrigger

Advice for 2023: EU MAP: Catch 9199 – 17 445 t advice ~ +10%
Hake in division 8c and 9a: southern stock
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Hake in division 8c and 9a: southern stock
Catch (2022) : 7 582t (8% discards)
F(2023)=0.21  (Average 2020-2022)
SSB(2024)=  24 301 t >MSYBtrigger (7556 t)  FMSY =0.221

Length based and sex disaggregated stock synthesis
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• F just below FMSY

• Stock size decreased and 
below Itrigger

• Decrease in advice: lower 
stock size and below 
trigger so further 
reduction

• All sole under single TAC

Advice for 2024 and 2025: MSY: Catch < 209 t -35%
Sole in division 8c and 9a
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Sole in division 8c and 9a
Catch (2021) : 430 t (negligible discards)

rfb
rule

Ay+1 = Ay × r × f × b × m 
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• Category 5
• Recreational catch 

substantial but 
unquantified

• PA buffer not applied

Advice for 2024 and 2025: PA: Catch < 382 t no change
Sea bass in division 8c and 9a
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• Western: F below proxy, no stock 
size ref pts

• Southern: F above proxy, stock 
size above Blim and Bpa

• New chr based on MSE for each 
component – increase advice

• Southern – 2 missing surveys 
2021 and 2022; age readings one 
survey 2023 not included – both 
these increase uncertainty in 
biomass index (result of GADGET)

• Management should be at 
component level

Advice for 1 July 2023 – 30 June 2024: MSY: 
Western < 18 354  +30% Southern < 2 201 +30%

Anchovy in division 9a
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Anchovy in division 9a
Catch (2022) :  Western 3 548 t (0 discards)

:  Southern 6 795t ( 2% discards)

Western component chr rule

Southern component chr rule

Ay+1 = I2023 × HRMSY proxy

Benchmark 
planned



www.ices.dk

Thank you 
for your 

attention!

Joanne.morgan@ices.dk


